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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

2. Claims 1-20 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Shimazaki 
etal. (US Pat. No. 6,160,950). 

3. Consider claim 1 . Shimazaki et al. teaches an information signal processing 
apparatus comprising: first information signal reading means for receiving or reading a 
predetermined first information signal (col. 5, lines 54-55; fig. 5); second information 
signal reading means for receiving, detecting, or reading a second information signal 
which includes attribute information regarding the first information signal (col. 5, lines 
55-58; fig. 5); and characteristic detecting means for detecting a predetermined 
characteristic of the first information signal from said first information signal reading 
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means in accordance with a signal received or read by said second information signal 
reading means (col. 6, lines 38-43). 

4. Consider claims 2 and 5. Shimazaki et al. teaches that the first information signal 
comprises a video or audio broadcast program signal (col. 7, lines 22-26; fig. 8). 

5. Consider claim 3. Shimazaki et al. teaches that the second information signal 
comprises a program information signal of a broadcast program (col. 7, lines 28-37; fig. 
8). 

6. Consider claim 4. Shimazaki et al. teaches an information signal processing 
apparatus comprising: first information signal reading means for receiving or reading a 
first information signal which comprises at least one information signal (col. 5, lines 54- 
55; fig. 5); second information signal reading means for receiving, detecting, or reading 
a second information signal which includes an attribute of the first information signal 
(col. 5, lines 55-58; fig. 5); characteristic detecting means for detecting a predetermined 
characteristic of the first information signal from said first information signal reading 
means in accordance with a signal received or read by said second information signal 
reading means (col. 6, lines 38-43); and reading control means for controlling reading of 
the first information signal in accordance with a detection signal from said characteristic 
detecting means and a signal from said second information signal reading means (col. 

6, line 48-col.7, line 8). 

7. Consider claims 6 and 18. Shimazaki et al. teaches that the attribute of the first 
information signal comprises an information signal which describes the outline or 
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content of the first information signal or classification of information (col. 7, lines 11-21; 
fig 7). 

8. Consider claims 7 and 19. Shimazaki et al. teaches that the characteristic 
comprises a characteristic used to detect a point that has predetermined similarity or a 
point, which appears to be a climax of a predetermined period of time (col. 6, lines 38- 
43; fig. 7). 

9. Note to Applicant: The USPTO considers the Applicant's "or" language to be 
anticipated by any reference containg on of the subsequent corresponding elements. 
Consider claims 8 and 20. Shimazaki et al. teaches that the reading control means 
reads a point in the first information signal which has predetermined similarity (col. 6, 
lines 38-43; fig. 7). 

10. Consider claim 9. Shimazaki et al. teaches that when it is determined based on 
the second information signal that the first information signal comprises a 
predetermined signal, said reading control means performs reading by at least varying 
the length of a predetermined reading section (col. 6, lines 48-60). 

1 1 . Consider claim 16. Shimazaki et al. teaches an information signal recording 
apparatus, comprising: information detecting means for detecting predetermined 
information in a first information signal, based on a second information signal which 
includes an attribute of the first information signal (col. 5, lines 54-58; fig. 5); 
characteristic detecting means for detecting a predetermined characteristic of the first 
information signal in accordance with a detection signal from said information detecting 
means (col. 6, lines 38-43); identification signal generating means for generating a 
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predetermined identification signal based on a detection signal from said characteristic 
detecting means and the second information signal (col. 6, lines 48-60); and recording 
means for recording the first information signal and the identification signal as 
predetermined recording signals on a predetermined recording medium (col. 6, lines 23- 
25; fig. 6). 

12. Consider claim 17. Shimazaki et al. teaches that the first information signal 
comprises a broadcast program, which includes at least an audio signal or a video 
signal (col. 5, lines 54-55). 

13. Method claims 10-15 are rejected for the same reasons discussed in the 
corresponding apparatus claims above. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mishawn N. Dunn whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7635. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Groody can be reached on 571-272-7950. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Mishawn Dunn 
November 17, 2005 



James ). Grand* 
Supenrisory Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 26fr ^ fC 




